
General Instructions for Using Metallic Pigments 

Using metallic pigments in seamless floor resins can lead to very striking results. They really 
create one-of-a-kind surfaces that wear remarkably well. Using metallic pigments is a multi-
step process. Installers will vary the steps depending on the particular situation but in general 
are as follows. This is for using the pigments on flooring surfaces, but the same general steps 
can be employed on concrete countertops. 

Step 1 – Surface Preparation. This is the most critical step as with most decorative concrete 
projects. All substrates must be properly prepared. They must be clean and free from any conta-
minates that may inhibit the adhesion of the resins. Concrete must be cured for a minimum of 30 
days and be free of any internal moisture. Slab should be profiled to a minimum CSP-2 to CSP-3 
via shot blasting or grinding. All cracks and defects should be repaired and profiled to match the 
main surface. Have the room between 60 and 75 degrees if possible. 

Step 2 – Primer. Apply a primer/base coat of 100% solids epoxy Essential Primer*. This is typ-
ically colored with a black (or very dark) tint base. This is done because the black surface 
allows the metallic pigments to show their colors most vividly when placed on top in the next 
step. If you use a light colored primer or clear primer the metallic colors may look very different 
so it is good to experiment to see the different effects you can acheive.  Note: If prepared floor is 
extremely porous or shows much surface defect, you should con-sider applying a pure primer coat 
before your initial black base coat. This will ensure maximum adhesion to the prepared 
substrate and will help to seal air in the concrete to prevent out-gassing in the finished 
surface. These defects can be very visible on a metallic type floor. Mix separately both A and B 
parts of the resins material to ensure no separation has occurred. Make sure material has been 
brought to room temperature as well. For application, mix 2 parts A with 1 part B by volume with 
a low speed mixer for three minutes. Mix only an amount of material that can be spread in 30 
minutes. Once mixed, immediately begin pouring the material onto the floor in long, usable 
ribbons. Do not let mixed material sit in the mixing container longer than 5 minutes or it may 
begin to gel and need to be thrown out. Spread the material with a notched squeegee (1/8 
inch at most) until all is even and then backroll with a proper roller to remove any squeegee 
lines. For a primer coat, you want coverage of approximately 200-300 sq ft per gallon. Use a 
brush to get into all the edges if needed. Let sit for 6 to 24 hrs before proceeding to the next 
step. Walk on floor only using spiked sandals. 

*If the floor is in good shape or you did a standalone primer coat before the black base
coat, you may opt to use the PolyKoat 85 for the black base coat. It goes down thin and
will cure much quicker than the epoxy primer.

Step 3 – Metallic Coat. With a razor blade floor scraper, carefully glide over the floor to re-
move any debris, threads or pollutants which are sitting on the top surface. They become very 
visible in these floors. Now mix both your part A and part B of the EPOXY HP separately to 
ensure no separation has occurred. Add your Tru FX pigment powder into the part A side and 
mix slowly for two minutes. Then add in your part B and mix for three minutes. As you mix, look 
out for balls or pockets of colors.  When finished it should be very uniform. Immediately be-gin 
pouring the material onto the floor in long usable ribbons.  Do not let mixed material sit in 
the mixing container longer than 5 minutes or it may begin to gel and need to be thrown out. 
Using a 3/16” notched squeegee spread the material evenly until proper thickness. This size 
squeegee notch will ensure a deep rich pigment layer. Using a 3/8 nap roller, backroll gently 
to remove any squeegee marks. After the material has sat and leveled for about 10 minutes 
you should see a sheet of glass. At this point you can begin to manipulate the metal-lic epoxy 
to create affects. If you want to add another color, you can do so anytime. The lat-er you wait 
(up till 30 min) the more stark and separate the colors will be.  If you combine two right 
away, they will be most blended together. Another common trick at the 15 min mark is to mist 
denatured alcohol on the surface. It will change the density of the material 



and create almost a hammered effect. The larger the drops, the more cratering you will 
see. Let sit overnight. 8-16 hrs. TIP: The metallic powder is ultra fine and can clump in small 
balls. If not broken up, they can leave small visible lines(look like tadpoles) in the coating. 
The longer it sits in the resin the more broken up it can become so it is best to blend the 
powders into the part A as long before application as possible.  Even the day before is okay.

Step 4 – Topcoat. Next is to apply a topcoat of protective topcoat usually and aliphatic ure-
thane like AU 85 or a polyaspartic like PolyKoat 85. Mix your separate A and B components as 
in other steps. Then, combine the amount that is needed and mix slowly for three minutes.  
This can then be rolled on with a 3/8 inch nap roller at a rate of 200-300 sq ft per gallon. 

Floor can be walked on in 24 hrs. Avoid any heavy furniture for 3-7 days. 




